Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 





^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^H 




1 8335 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1 




lllO.fe J 


^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^1 


k 1 


^^^^^^^H 




xn 

c 


"^^ 






^^H 




1 


M 


w^ 


^^^^^^1 


■ t) 


^^^1 


Hg 


^^ 




^^^B 




^^^^1 


^<u 


1^1 




"Crr 


^^^1 




^.00 


^|H 




0" 


^^B 




01 


^1 




'f> 


^1 




^' 


^^1 


£ 


^-m ^^^^^1 


o 


-^!^^l 


c,. — 


'^^^^1 






^^^H 




9- 


^ 






t — ^ 



CS335.110.e 1 








HARVARD COLLEGE 
LIBRARY 




s B3 ca ■: 

C ED «^ 


1 


B 

Amey 


OUGHT FROM THE 

Richmond sy 

FUND 


lELDON 







^ 



6*^% 



<^c 



■ '*• \JM.^ . 









v:?*?-— ■ 



THE UNLAWFULNESS 



OF ALL 



WARS AND FIGHTINGS 



UNDER THE GOSPEL, 



GIVEN FORTH BY THE 



RELIGIOUS SOCIETY OF FRIENDS 



AT THEIR YEARLY MEETING HELD IN LONDON, 1841. 



LONDON : 
EDWARD MARSH, 

84, HOUNDSDITCH. 
1842. 






HARVARD COLLEGE LIBRAM 
SHELDON FUND 



THE 

UNLAWFULNESS OF ALL WARS, 



Fkom the earliest period of the history of our religious 
Society, we have maintained the principle that all wars 
and fightings are wholly inconsistent with the Gospel 
dispensation ; and we think it right at the present time 
thus to set forth the scriptural grounds of this principle. 
We have ever accepted the Holy Scriptures as of 
divine authority, and being taught therein to honour 
the Lord Jesus Christ as our Lawgiver and our King, 
we have felt it to be an incumbent duty to obey his 
precepts. Among these precepts we have received in 
their full and comprehensive import those injunctions 
given forth by our Lord in his sermon on the Mount : 
" Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do 
good to them that hate you, and pray for them which 
despitefuUy use you, and persecute you." " These com- 
mands of Christ are plain and unequivocal, and if we 
thus accept them, and are enabled through his grace to 
obey them without flinching and without compromise, 
we can take no part in war ; for how can we destroy 
those whom we are taught to love, or injiu-e those whom 
we are commanded to bless? How can we seek to 

» J\Iatt. V. 44. 
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kill those to whom we are required to do good; or 
treat with malevolence or cruelty those for whom we 
are enjoined to pray? 

No lesson is more clearly taught in the Gospel than 
Ibe forgiveness of injuries. This duty is repeatedly 
enjoined by onr Lord himself. It is eren made the 
condition on which we are to ast for the pardon of our 
own offences : " Forgive us our debts as we forgive our 
debtors,"' " If ye forgive not men their trespasses, 
neither will your Father forgive your trespasses."* 
How solemn arc his expressions when speaking of the 
punishment of the nnraerdful servant! "So likewise 
shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye fi-oin 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their tres- 
passes."^ Thus does the law of Christ strike at the 
root of revenge: it forbids all vindictive feelings, even 
when an injury is committed or an insult is offered ; 
it prevents all animosities and strife; it cuts off the 
exercise of retaliation ; it eradicates the very elements 
of war. 

Nor is it by precept alone that our Iiord has taught 
us that we are not to fight. He is himself " The 
Prince of Peace ;"^ and in accordance with this blessed 
character He hath left us an example that we should 
follow his steps* — an example which to the Christian 
ought of itself to be a conclusive authority against all 
war; for if we are the disciples of Christ, we ought 
ourselves so to walk even as he walked :'' " Who, when 
he was reviled, reviled not again ; when he suffered, 
he threatened not ; but committed himself to him that 




judgelh righteouKly,"' He rebuked his disciples when 
they sought to exercise revenge, saj'ing, " Ye know not 
what manner of spirit ye are of; for the Son of man is 
not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them."* If 
we follow the example of Him who went about doing 
good, and who prayed even for his murderers, " Father, 
forgive them ; for they know not what they do,"^ how 
can we either directly or indirectly do violence or in- 
jury to others ? Neither will the Christian who rightly 
estimates the example of his Lord be disposed to elude 
or restrict it, or to weaken its force by any arguments 
of casuistry or expediency. He will not have one 
standard for his private, and another for his public 
duties. That which prescribes his conduct as a man, 
will regulate it also as a subject and a citizen, and 
even as a vuler. His demeanour in every relation of 
life will proclaim his undivided allegiance to the 
Prince of Peace, and will show that he is wholly re- 
deemed from tlie spirit and the practice of wars and 
fightings. 

Did the precepts and the example of their Lord thus 
regulate the lives of professing Christians, how would 
their consistent conduct exert its powerful influence 
over their fellow-countrymen, until the pure and peace- 
able principles of the Gospel gave the impress of their 
own blessed character to the community at large ! 
Thus would the coming of that day he hastened, when, 
according to the language of ancient evangelical pro- 
phecy, men " shall beat their swords into plowshares, 
and their spears into prunlnghooks : nation shall not 



' Imke, U. S6, &6. 
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lift up sword against nation, neither shall they leam 
war any more."' 

It is true that in the inscrutable wisdom of his provi- 
dence, the Almighty was at times pleased, under a 
former dispensation, to permit and to authorize war for 
the punishment of nations for their wickedness: but 
this is no warrant for vs to fight. We can plead no 
such authority; wc are living under that administration 
of grace and truth wliich came by Jesus Christ.' His 
advent upon earth was ushered in by a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, " Glory to God 
in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward 
men."^ It is the purpose of our heavenly Father that 
mantind should he brought under the power of this 
grace and this truth. As this becomes the case, that 
love to our native land and that affection to our coun- 
trymen which are natural to us, are enlarged, exalted, 
and purified. Under the sacred and blessed influence 
of the love of Christ, we not only seek to live in har- 
mony with our own countrymen, and in the performance 
of acts of brotherly kindness towards them ; but, under 
the expansive power of the same heavenly principle, 
we acknowledge the people of every nation, of every 
colour, and of every clime, as our brethren, the children 
of one and the same Almighty Parent, oar Father in 
heaven. Regarding them in this relation, we desire to 
serve them, to help them, and to do them good ; we 
feel that to injure or to destroy them is to violate that 
brotherhood which God has established between us — 
is to transgress that holy law of peace and goodwill 

■ Ininb, ii. *. • John, i. 17. ' haVe, IL 14. 



■which is tho distinguishing characleristic of the do- 
miuion of our Lord and Saviour. 

We have observed willi satisfaction and thankfulness, 
that the iloly Scriptures have been widely distributed 
in Heathen and Mabomedan nations in the native lan- 
guages of the people, and that tha truths of the Gospel 
Lave met with a ready acceptauce by many who had 
been living in superstition, idolatry, and vice. But it 
ought never to be pleaded by any in justificalion of war 
and conquest, that these may prepare the way for the 
extension of the kingdom of our holy Redeemer over 
nations sunk in ignorance and darkness. In our appre- 
hension it is highly displeasing in the sight of God, for 
the inhabitants of a Christian country to pervert those 
talents which ought to have been devoted to his service, 
to the invention and exercise of means for the subjuga- 
tion and oppression of less enlightened countries: — 
that naval and military armaments should have ever 
gone forth to any of those lands, spreading desolation, 
misery, and death among the unoffending inhabitants, 
we cannot but regard as a reproach to a people who 
profess to be the followers of Him who was holy, 
harmless, undehled, and separate from sinners.* 

Even in times of outward tranquillity, military col- 
leges and other establishments are maintained in nations 
professing the Gospel of Christ, in which men are 
trained for warriors, and designedly imbued with sen- 
timents of human glory and ambition. For rational 
beings, possessing immortal souls, and all created by 
the same merciful Father, to be systematically instructed 
in the art of wounding and killing each other, and to 
' Ueb. vii. 26. 



exercise llieiv skill to do this most effectually, is in 
itself so utterly opposed to the precepts of Christ, and 
Uierefore sinful, that nothing but the force of education 
and long familiarity with the practice and the history of 
war, can have reconciled sincere professors of faith in 
Him to the continuance of this practice. 

We live at a time when the principles of inviolable 
peace are not generally embraced by either rulers or 
people : it therefore behoves those who maintain them 
to endeavour to be separated from the spirit and the 
policy of this world ; and in the exercise of a tender 
conscience, to be on their guard that they do not, in any 
of their transactions, act contrary to their high profes- 
sion. They not only have to guard against being con- 
cerned in either offensive or defensive war, but against 
bearing arms for aggression or defence. On occasions 
of public excitement or party politics, they have especial 
need to watch unto prayer, and to let their communica- 
tion be good to the use of edifying, that it may minister 
grace unto the hearers : ' if civil tumults arise, and mili- 
tary force be resorted to, it is alike incumbent upon 
them to maintain this watchfulness, and to be careful 
that they do not weaken themselves by trusting in this 
means of protection : when war prevails, and battles are 
fought by sea and land, it becomes the faithful subject 
of the Prince of Peace not to place hia dependence on 
fleets or armies ; nor to allow in himself or countenance 
in others, anything at variance with the patience, the 
quietness, or the reliance of a Christian. How forcible 
and how applicable on such occasions is the declaration 
of Holy Scripture, " They that trust in the Lord shall 
I Kph. iT. e9. 




be as Mount 7Aon, which cannot be remored!"' To 
them He becomeB as a shield and a wall of defence 

round about them ; aud they may humbly say, " The 
rock of my strength, and my refuge, is in God !"* 

We talte comfort in the persuasion, that the peaceable 
principles of the Gospel are spreading in the world : we 
are thankful in having been permitted to live iu a day 
when, under the cheering influence of peace, a friendly 
intercourse between nations, formerly enemies to each 
other, has been long maintained. Their inhabitants 
have travelled from one country to another, in that con- 
fidence and security which a firm peace brings with it ; 
exchanging acts of friendship and kindness, and in 
many instances receiving and imparting that knowledge 
which would promote the happiness one of another. 
The institutions of nations have been improved, and 
the moral and religious welfare of the people has been 
promoted. We have with great satisfaction observed 
that, in some instances of later times, disputes between 
nations of professing Christendom have been peaceably 
settled by referring them to the arbitration of other 
powers. We earnestly desire that this amicable method 
of adjusting differences between governments may be- 
come more and more general, until it shall be invariably 




Whilst advocating the views of the course of life 
which a consistent Christian should adopt, and briefly 
adverting to some of those practices which lead from 
the right way of the Lord, we feel bound to declare our 
high value for the benefits of civil Government, and to 
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acknowledge the duty of chocrfully siibmitling to it, and 
yielding a ready obedience to its authority, in all cases 
in which the law of Cluist is not compromised. But 
there are cases in which we consider that this law is 
compromised. Amocgst these, we have, as a rehgious 
society, uniformly included the performance of military 
service, and the hiring of a substitute in the place of 
such requisition, and also the payment of military rates j 
when these are enforced we believe it right to submit to 
the consequences of a refusal in a meek and patient 

We are very sensible that to live in the full observ- 
ance of the law of righteousness and peace, is a high 
Christian attainment. In our fallen, unregeneiate state, 
we cannot do this ; we are by nature prone to malice 
sud revenge; those lusts which give rise to wars and 
fightings do war in our members. It is only by sub- 
mitting to the converting power of the Holy Spirit, and 
Burrendcring ourselves to the rule of Him who came to 
finish transgression, as well as to make reconciliation 
for iniquity,' that w-e are enabled to commend our prin- 
ciples to the favourable acceptance of others. We have, 
however, reverently to acknowledge that in the mercy 
of God many have been strengthened, at difi'erent pe- 
riods of time, thus to adorn their profession of the truth ; 
and when surrounded by threatenings, persecutions, and 
imminent danger, to give proof that because they were 
Christians they could not fight. In the recent as well 
as in the earlier history of our own religious body, we 
have ample evidence of the all-suiBciency of the protect- 
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ing, preserving power of the Most High, and of the bless- 
edness of trusling in Him alone in such times of extremity. 

With these views of the precepts and example of oar 
SaTiuur, and of the character and requirements of the 
Gospel dispensation, we feel that it is our duty, not 
only to seet, through the help of the Holy Spirit, to be 
ourselves conformed to them, but to mate them known 
to our neighbours, and to promote their universal re- 
ception. We would therefore affectionately entreat all 
our fellow -professors of the Gospel to be willing to 
examine and see these things for themselves, by the 
help of that light which maketh aU things manifest — 
tlie light of the Spirit of God. In proportion as this 
light is received and followed in faith, the understand- 
ing is opened to behold the excellency and the fulness 
of the Divine law ; and many things are perceived to 
be contrary to it, which before were not so regarded. 
As the Scriptures are read with a single eye, and in 
dependence on that Spirit by whioh they were given 
forth, it «iil we believe be seen, that war, whatever 
form it may assume, is opposed to the religion of Jesus 
Christ, that it is a violation of his righteous law, 
and hence that it is sin, " for sin is the transgression 
of the law.'" Pure and holy as are the commandments 
of God, they are not too pure for mankind to observe, 
otherwise they would not have been enjoined. We 
are not commanded to do that which our heavenly 
Father will not enable us to perform. 

In the love of Christ, that love which desires the 
present and eternal happiness of the whole human 
race, we earaesDy commend these Gospel truths to all 
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who bear his name. Under a measure of the same 
love we are bold to make our appeal, in an especial 
manner, to Ibe rulers of every nation professing the 
religion of our Lord and Saviour. We beseech them, 
in iheir deliberations and councils, whether in the 
senate or the cabinet, continually to bear in remem- 
brance the righteousness, the love, and the forbearance 
inculcated by our Lord and his apostles; and we en- 
treat our fellow Christians of every clime, and every 
description among men, seriously to reflect on those 
unchristian habits and dispositions which are fostered 
and strengthened by a military life, and on the sin of 
occupying the time, which is entrusted to ns for nobler 
purposes, in devising the means and acquiring the art 
of distressing and killing others — of cutting short the 
earthly existence of those who are deemed the ene- 
mies of their country, and thus hnrrying them into 
the presence of a just and righteous God. 

Wc desire that religiously -concerned parents may be 
brought to see the evil of suffering their children to 
be trained in the art and science of war. May all 
who are entrusted with the education of the young 
be enabled, in the fear of God, and under the in- 
fluence of heavenly wisdom, to impress them with a 
sense of the miseries and sinfulness of war, to guard 
them, especially when reading history or biography, 
whether ancient or modem, against those false prin- 
ciples of honour, which are often acquired in early 
life, and against an admiration of the deeds or renown 
of those who have been the destroyers of the human 
race. O that our fellow-professors of the Christian re- 
ligion would renounce the vain glory and pomp of 
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military achievements, and that policy which leads 
to aggrandizement, retaliation, and enmity — that in 
national, not less than in individual intercourse they 
would cherish a desire that all may be done in strict 
accordance with the precept, " All things whatsoever 
ye would that men should do to you, do ye even so to 
them."^ Then we reverently believe that He whose 
prerogative it is to bestow his blessing or to with- 
hold it, would prosper the counsels of those who thus 
acted in obedience to his law, would grant them na- 
tional peace and happiness, and make them a bless- 
ing to all around them. 

Living in love and goodwill towards the whole 
familv of man, the servants of the Lord Jesus would 
be found, endeavouring, through his help, to lessen 
tlie mass of human misery, vice, and crime, to pull 
down the strongholds of sin and Satan, and to extend 
the peaceable reign of the Messiah. Exercising faith 
in Him whom they call their Lord, and fully acting 
up to his commands, they would, through the grace 
that is in them, be made instrumental in leavening 
those around them, by the force of Christian example, 
as with the leaven of the kingdom of our holy Re- 
deemer, that kingdom which is ultimately to pervade 
and prevail over all ; when the heathen are to be given 
to him for an inheritance, and the uttermost parts of 
the earth for a possession,^ when the kingdoms of this 
world are to become the kingdoms of our Lord, and 
of his Christ;* when violence shall no more be heard 
in the land, wasting nor destruction within its borders;* 

1 3Iatt. vii. 12. ' Psalm ii 8. ' Rev. xi. 15. 

« Isaiah, Iz. 18. 
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-—and when those memorable words of the prajer 
which our Lord taught his disciples shall be fulfilled 
" Thy kingdom come* Thy will be done on earth, as 
it is in heaven."^ Amen. 

Signed in and on behalf of the Meeting aforesaid, by 

GEORGE STACEY, 

Chrk to the Meeting thh Year. 

1 Matt.vL 10. 
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